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A Personal Touch
FACED WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE A SPACE SUITED TO THEIR PERSONAL 

STYLES, THESE HOMEOWNERS DOVE RIGHT INTO THE PROJECT AND CRAFTED  
A LABOR OF LOVE OVERFLOWING WITH ENCHANTING FRENCH STYLE.
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T
he home was purchased with the intent to 

renovate. With a charming location on a 

quiet lane, it was the perfect place for the 

homeowners’ needs, but there were more 

than a few problems with the interior. “It 

was a complete remodel,” says interior designer Amy 

Studebaker of Amy Studebaker Design. “Most of the interior 

of the home was taken down to the framework and then 

redesigned.”

A layout that was portioned into small, intimate spaces 

wasn’t conducive to the homeowners’ lifestyle, and an 

interior design style that leaned toward the formal didn’t 

match their personalities. With the help of Amy, designer 

Michelle Thore and architect David Pape of Pape Studio 

Architects planned a new layout that would transform the 

home into an open-concept space designed to strike a 

balance between formal and casual—something that was 

important to the homeowners. 

The end result is a farmhouse glowing with serene, 

neutral tones and subtle texture chosen to enrich but not 

dominate the design. “The subdued palette, along with the 

mixing of antique and new pieces, created an environment 

that’s fresh and refined, as well as warm and effortless,” 

says one of the homeowners.

According to Amy, white oak wood flooring with a soft 

gray finish and antiqued pavers were used throughout the 

home to create a backdrop perfect for layering furniture, 

rugs, and accessories. For added texture, the walls and 

ceiling were treated with white plaster. “A subtle technique 

was requested for the plaster application to allow for an 

elegant ambiance,” Amy says.

That ambiance fills the hearth room, where the 

homeowners like to gather with family. The plaster finish is 

paired with reclaimed ceiling beams and classic furniture 

featuring muted shades of red and blue. Deep, cozy club 

chairs and an inviting sofa are well-suited to relaxation—the 

perfect touch to a soft, calming space ideal for hosting 

intimate get-togethers.

The room was designed to flow naturally into the kitchen, 

where warm gray tones deepen the creamy hues of the 

One of the home’s bolder color choices, 

the sliding barn door that opens to the 

laundry room features a distressed shade 

of mint. A sleek bench with a touch of 

French elegance waits against the wall  

of the hallway outside.
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design. “Minimal upper cabinets were hung, and 

the refrigerator columns were separated with 

floating shelves placed between to create a wall 

that felt as though it was holding a furniture 

piece,” Amy says. Backing the shelves and range, 

glossy gray subway tile adds a touch of interest to 

the space, and a hood over the range was plastered 

and faux finished to create an aged texture.

When it came to renovating the master 

bedroom, there were plenty of changes that 

needed to be made in order to create the serene 

refuge that the homeowners needed. “The master 

bedroom consisted of multiple closets spread 

throughout the suite, a bathroom which opened 

off of a hallway, and a master sitting room which 

proportionately felt wrong for the direction we 

wanted to take the space,” Amy says.

To correct the issues, the architect 

consolidated the closets into a single dressing 

room and made the bathroom accessible from the 

bedroom. The painted planked ceiling, from 

which hangs an elegant chandelier, creates an 

open atmosphere made airy by the creamy tones 

and abundant sunlight in the space. The room is 

anchored by an upholstered gray bed that, along 

with the nightstands and armoire, speak of a 

subtle, romantic French influence inspired by the 

original architectural style of the home’s exterior.

The architect also lowered the ceiling of the 

master sitting room, creating a more 

comfortable personal corner of the home that 

flows more naturally with the layout. Subdued 

patterns layer the space, and a fireplace adorned 

with detailed carvings is flanked by a set of 

enclosed shelves featuring a weathered finish.

Although the challenge that the home 

originally presented might have sent another 

couple searching for an easier option, these 

homeowners were able to see past the surface to 

the potential beneath. In the end, the decision to 

treat the home with a little tough love created an 

open, relaxing farmhouse filled with understated 

elegance, effortless grace, and plenty of room to 

enjoy the company of loved ones.

The ceiling in the dining 

room is planked with wood 

featuring a natural, gray 

finish, heightening the 

space’s warmth and adding 

an atmosphere of intimacy. 

A graceful chandelier 

contributes a feminine 

touch, and the windows in 

one wall provide a vibrant 

view of the outdoors.
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The master bathroom is surrounded 

with gray shiplap that adds a touch 

of texture and contrasts with the 

lighter tile of the floor. A hint of 

warmth was introduced in the form 

of a weathered rug, and the simple 

yet sophisticated drawer pulls are 

the perfect finishing detail.
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In contrast to the bright, creamy 

hues used throughout the rest of 

the home, the study is painted a 

darker, moody tone, providing  

a level of masculine style.
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